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2 December 2020 
 
Dear local resident, 
 
 
Thank you to those who have contacted me about yesterday’s vote on returning to tier 
restrictions following the national lockdown last month.  
 
First and foremost, I would, once again, like to express my gratitude to local residents who 
have worked so hard to stem the spread of the virus by staying at home as much as possible 
over the past four weeks. I know that it has not been easy and that many people have had 
to make difficult sacrifices.  
 
As you may now be aware, I voted in support of moving back to a tiered system. I did so 
because I believe this is the best way of striking a balance between protecting public health 
and minimising the disruption caused to our daily lives and the burden faced by businesses. I 
also did so in the knowledge that the new tier our local area would be placed in - Tier 3 - 
would allow facilities such as places of worship, non-essential shops, hairdressers, leisure 
centres and gyms to re-open.  
 
I would like to stress, however, that this was still a very difficult decision for me to make. In 
particular, I am concerned about the impact it will have on pubs and restaurants which are 
unable to open, except for takeaway, at a time when they usually do most trade. This is very 
worrying. Thankfully, the Government has offered some additional funding to this sector, 
but I will continue to discuss a pathway to their re-opening with Ministers. 
 
I also had very strong objections to Leicestershire county being grouped with Leicester city 
where infection rates are much higher. I, along with my fellow Leicestershire MPs, have 
been fighting hard to ensure that we have greater separation of areas ahead of the tier 
review on 16 December and we have come some way in getting that assurance. If we 
continue to work hard in Loughborough and in Charnwood, as we have done over these last 
months, then we should be in a position to move down to Tier 2 at this point. While I cannot 
promise that, as it will, ultimately, depend on a number of factors, that is what I am aiming 
for. 
 
I also appreciate that some local residents are calling for all the restrictions to be removed 
immediately. I understand this. I am a Conservative and we firmly believe in personal 
freedom and the ability for people to live their lives as they wish within the law. Therefore, 
the current situation is very frustrating. However, I have heard about the impact this 
dreadful disease can have first-hand from local residents who have experienced it 
themselves or, worse still, have lost friends or family members. We are not through the 
woods yet and, while it is very welcome news that the Government has today accepted the 
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recommendation from the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency to 
approve Pfizer/BioNTech’s vaccine for use, until it is fully rolled out, we must continue to do 
what we can to safeguard the gains made during the period of national restrictions.  
 
Finally, I would encourage you to read my previous letter if you have not already as this sets 
out my views on a number of wider issues which have been raised with me, including school 
and university closures, and the statistics on the scale of the virus. 
 
I hope that this information is helpful, and, if anyone has any further questions about the 
lockdown rules, financial support or anything else, please do let me know.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

   
Jane Hunt MP 
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